
 
 
 

IEP Team 
Meeting 
Required 

Manifestation 
Determination 

Required 

Functional 
Behavioral 

Assessment 
Required 

Alternative 
Educational 

Services 

Student removed for 1 school 
day or less (but not 
suspended) 
 

 
NO* 

 
NO 

 
NO* 

 
NO 

Student suspended for less 
than 5 consecutive school days 

NO* NO NO* NO 

Student suspended for 5 to 10 
consecutive school days 

YES (meeting 
must be held 

within 10 days 
of incident) 

Depends (see 
“meeting 

requirements” 
below) 

 
NO* 

YES 
(beginning on 

day 6) 

Student removed for 10 or less 
cumulative school days in a 
school year  

 
NO 

 
NO 

 
NO 

 
NO 

Student removed for 11  or 
more cumulative school days 
in a school year (this includes 
45-day unilateral placement) 

 
 

YES 

Depends (see 
“meeting 

requirements” 
below) 

 
 

YES (or 
review) 

 
 

YES 

Student placed on in-school 
suspension 

NO** NO** NO** Must meet 
criteria below 

Student suspended from the 
bus 

Depends*** Depends (see 
“meeting 

requirements” 
below) 

Depends*** NO 

Restrictive procedures used 1 
time in 30 days  

NO NO NO NO 

Restrictive procedures used 2 
or more times in 30 calendar 
days  

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Review 

 
NO 

Law enforcement called to 
deal with student behavior 2 
or more times in 30 calendar 
days 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
Review 

 
NO 

Suspension and Dismissal Discipline Guide 

 

*    Unless the removal brings the total number of cumulative days this school year that the student 

has been removed to more than 10, or unless the parent requests a meeting. 

** An in-school suspension would not be considered a part of the days of removal as long as the 

student is afforded the opportunity to continue to appropriately progress in the general curriculum, 

continue to receive the services specified on his or her IEP, and continue to participate with non-

disabled children to the extent they would have in their current placement. 



 

*** If bus transportation is a part of the student’s IEP, a bus suspension would be treated as a removal 

unless the school provides transportation in some other way, because that transportation is 

necessary for the student to obtain access to the location where all other services will be delivered.  

If bus transportation is not a part of the student’s IEP, a bus suspension typically would not be a 

removal. 

 

 

What must the team consider at a manifestation determination meeting under state law?  

Within 10 school days of any decision to change the placement of a child with a disability because of a violation of a 

code of student conduct, the district, the parent, and relevant members of the student’s individualized education 

program (IEP) team (as determined by the parents and the district) must review all relevant information in the 

student’s file, including the student’s IEP, any teacher observations, and any relevant information provided by the 

parents, to determine:  

(1)     if the conduct in question was caused by, or had a direct relationship to, the child’s  

          disability, OR 

(2)     if the conduct in question was the direct result of the district’s failure to implement the IEP. 

 

Meeting Requirements: 

This team meeting must occur if the student is removed for more than 10 consecutive school days and/or any time a 

removal constitutes a change in placement.  A series of removals that total more than 10 cumulative school days in a 

school year may result in a disciplinary change of placement. 

School districts may choose to hold manifestation determination meetings when a student is removed for 5 

consecutive or 10 cumulative days in a school year,however, it is no longer required under state law.  Holding 

manifestation meetings is best practice as it ensures students with disabilities are not disciplined for conduct 

that has a direct correlation to their disability.  It is recommended that school districts hold manifestation 

determination meetings when suspensions reach a total of more than 5 consecutive days or 10 cumulative days. 

 

What are Alternative Educational Services? 

Alternative educational services may include, but are not limited to, special tutoring, modified curriculum, modified 

instruction, other modifications or adaptations, instruction through electronic media, special education services as 

indicated by appropriate assessment, homebound instruction, supervised homework, or enrollment in another district 

or in an alternative learning center selected to allow the student to progress toward meeting graduation standards 

although in a different setting (Minn. Stat. § 121A.41, Subd.11). 

 


